i io   ENGLAND: PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE

It was not an age of regrets; the Augustans saw clear, if not
below the surface. They were not afraid of scandal; they lived
hard, drank deep, and loved recklessly. They had courage,
pride, and dignity and no sentiment at all; but when the
challenge came they met it with resolution. They were men,
and they saved the state.